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Crete Public Schools District Policy 5001

Minimum Age

A child shall be eligible for admission into kindergarten at the beginning of the school
year if the child is five years of age or will be five years of age on or before July 31 of
the calendar year in which the school year for which the child is seeking admission
begins. The School Board shall admit a child who will reach the age of five years on or
after August 1 and on or before October 15 of such school year if the parent or guardian
requests such entrance and provides an affidavit stating that (i) the child attended
kindergarten in another jurisdiction in the current school year; (ii) the family anticipates a
relocation to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within the current year; or
(iii) the child is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten which can be demonstrated
through a recognized assessment procedure approved by the Board.

Early Kindergarten Entrance

In compliance with Nebraska statute §79-214, commencing in school year 2012-2013, a
child must be five years of age as of July 31 of the year of entry to kindergarten. As
provided in section (2)(b) and LB 410, the Board must admit a child to kindergarten who
will reach the age of five years on or after August 1 and on or before October 15 of such
school year if the parent or guardian requests such entrance and provides an affidavit
stating that (i) the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction that would allow
admission within the current year, (ii) the family anticipates relocation to another
jurisdiction that would allow admission within the current year, or (iii) the child has
demonstrated through the recognized assessment procedure outlined below  and
approved by the Board that he or she is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten.

Early Enrollment Assessment
Early kindergarten enrollment exceptions may be made for younger children who are
intellectually advanced. At a minimum, eligibility for the exception shall be based upon
an analysis of the child’s (1) mental ability, (2) pre academic skills, and (3) fine motor
skills.

The kindergarten early entrance assessment procedures are designed to identify and
place those children in kindergarten who:

a. will turn 5 years of age between August 1 and October 15;
b. are deemed by parents or guardians as being intellectually advanced and likely

to benefit from advanced grade placement; and
c. are selected on the basis of testing by professionals trained and certified to

administer the assessments that will produce evidence of strength in:
1. mental ability defined as scoring 84th percentile or above on a standardized

assessment of cognitive ability
2. 75th percentile or greater on a test of pre academic skills, and



3. a test of fine motor ability, scoring 75th percentile or above on a standardized
measurement

The decision regarding early entrance to kindergarten requires careful consideration of
all factors that affect kindergarten success with final determination to be made based on
the recommendation of the District Evaluation Team. The academic, social, and
emotional readiness, as well as the student’s physical development and well-being,
must be weighed with institutional factors also considered. Sound decision making in
the area of early entrance to kindergarten is dependent upon reliable information
regarding a student’s readiness and a thoughtful balancing of the myriad of factors
implicated by the decision. Parents will be notified in writing of the results of the Early
Kindergarten Entrance assessment and the determination of the District Evaluation
Team in a timely fashion; not to exceed three weeks after the assessments are
completed.

It is the presumption of the Board of Education that students will enter kindergarten at
the age prescribed by state regulation. The Board of Education understands that
students whose birth dates closely miss the cutoff date for school attendance may have
educational needs or demonstrated capabilities that warrant early admission to
kindergarten.

Families who seek early admission of their child into kindergarten must submit a written
request to the elementary principal at Crete Public Schools, 309 E. 11th, Crete, NE
68333   phone (402) 826-5822.  Parents must fill out the early entrance application
form, and parent questionnaire and return it to the school.

The assessment request and parent questionnaire must be completed and returned to
the District no later than May 20th of the spring before fall enrollment to allow summer
assessment to be completed. Fees for the assessment are the responsibility of the
child's family payable to the School District. (If payment causes a hardship, assistance
is available. Call (402)826-5822.  for more information.)

Decisions regarding early kindergarten entrance must include consideration of the
above regardless of race, color, gender, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status,
age, disability, or sexual orientation of children and/or their families. Institutional factors,
such as capacity, may also be considered.

Approved: 2-12-11 | Reviewed: 2-13-19 | Revised: 4-8-21

Legal Reference: Neb. Statute 79-214



Kindergarten Early Entrance Flow Chart

LB 1006: On or before January 1, 2012, each school board shall approve and make available a recognized

assessment procedure for determining if a child who turns five on or after August 1 and on or before October 15

(beginning in 2012) is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten. The following is the ESU 6 process.



Application for Early Entrance
Kindergarten Program

CRETE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CHILD’S NAME: BIRTHDATE:

Last First MI

ADDRESS:

Street City State ZIP Co

GENDER: □ Male □ Female

ETHNICITY: □ American Indian □ Asian or Pacific Islander □ African American □ White □ Hispanic

HOME SCHOOL:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: PHONE: HOME WORK

Please complete this application if you feel that your child demonstrates academic achievement, social, emotional, and physical

maturity appropriate for kindergarten placement, and should be considered for early placement in kindergarten and has a birth

date that occurs between August 1 and October 15, and return to Office of Superintendent, Crete Public Schools, 920 Linden,

Crete, NE 68333.

PRESCHOOL EXPERIENCE

List the preschools, Head Start, special education program, and/or other child care programs attended. Include the dates of

attendance and the approximate number of hours per week attended.

Name of School/Program Dates of Attendance # Hours/Week

Appeals: Must be made in writing (please state reason and any additional information) within 30 days of the date of this decision

to: Office of the Superintendent, Crete Public Schools, 920 Linden, Crete, NE 68333.

Please make a copy of your child’s birth certificate and attach it to your application.



Parent Checklist

The seven broad developmental dimensions provide the framework for the kindergarten instructional program. This checklist will

help in determining your child’s readiness for our kindergarten program. Please read each statement and indicate your child’s

abilities as listed below by checking the appropriate column.

Frequently Sometimes

None of

the time

Motor Development

Performs self-help tasks independently (e.g. dressing, undressing, zipping, and tying). □ □ □e

Uses eye/hand coordination to perform fine motor tasks (e.g. drawing, writing, or cutting). □ □ □
Uses balance and control to perform large motor tasks (e.g. walking, jumping, or skipping). □ □ □
Shows eagerness to learn (e.g. is curious, likes to investigate). □ □ □
Follows rules and routines (e.g. cleans up at play time). □ □ □
Handles change and transition (e.g. dinner time to bedtime). □ □ □
Interacts easily with one or more children. □ □
□Listens for meaning in stories, discussions, and conversations. □ □ □
Speaks clearly to share ideas and thoughts. □ □ □
Can identify majority of letters. □ □ □
Can identify beginning sounds. □ □ □
Uses letters and words to write. □ □ □
Writes name. □ □ □
Can recognize numbers 0–20. □ □ □
Can orally count to 30. □ □ □
Can recognize, duplicate, and extend simple patterns (circle-triangle, circle-triangle-square). □ □ □
Can recognize and describe attributes of shapes. □ □
□Identifies, describes, and compares properties of objects. □ □ □
Describes characteristics and basic needs of living things (food, water, shelter). □ □ □
Recognizes self and others as having same and different characteristics. □ □ □
Describes roles and responsibilities of people. (Firefighters put out fires). □ □ □
Recognizes the reasons for rules. □ □ □s

Can draw a stick figure. □ □ □
Can do the actions and sing the words to simple songs such as “Itsy Bitsy Spider.” □ □ □
Can share ideas about a drawing/painting. □ □ □



Parent Questionnaire

Directions: Please answer each question below.

1. Why do you think your child should be considered for early entrance to kindergarten?

2. How long does your child maintain interest in a play activity or game?

3. 3. What responsibilities does your child have at home? What do you do when your child does not

follow through?

4. How does your child respond when he/she tries but can’t do something?

5. What types of reading activities does your child engage in at home?

6. What kinds of experiences has your child had with writing tools such as crayons, pencils, and

markers?

7. What does your child know about numbers, shapes, and patterns?

8. How does your child handle transitions and new situations?

9. How does your child interact with other children? Please describe how your child shares, takes

turns, and cooperates with peers.



Kindergarten Early Entrance Fee Schedule

Options:

Option 1- Testing and Report Writing = $250

● Upon request, ESU 6 psychologist will conduct up to 2 hours of assessment and report writing

according to the policy approved by ESU 6 districts.

● Assessments will include those addressing intelligence, pre-academic skills and fine motor abilities.

● A written report will be sent to the district with their findings about the outside report.

Option 2- Reviewing outside report and writing response = $150

● If the parent brings a report done by an outside agency, psychologists will review it to determine if

the evaluators were qualified and if the assessments were appropriate and current enough to be

considered.

A written report will be sent to the district with their findings about the outside report.

Billing

● ESU 6 will bill districts for Kindergarten Early Entrance services rendered.

● It is the districts’ prerogative as to whether districts will require parents to pay.

If districts do require payment from parents, consideration will be given as to how to allow for those families that

qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch.



What to Expect the Day of Your Child’s Testing:

Your child will be assessed at the school building, probably in a kindergarten classroom.  Testing will take

approximately 1 ½ hours to complete.  Parents are welcome to wait in the school office, or they may leave

a cell phone number to be reached at when their child’s testing is complete.  Parents will not be allowed to

remain with their child during the assessments. Please feel free to bring a snack for your child, as they will

be given a few breaks during the course of the test activities.

Cognitive Ability

Candidates for early entrance into kindergarten will be administered a complete cognitive ability test.  This

test includes several tasks that assess a child’s ability to gain knowledge and solve problems using both

verbal (verbal concept formation, verbal reasoning, knowledge acquired from one’s environment) and

nonverbal (perceptual reasoning, spatial processing, and visual motor integration) abilities.  Examples of a

complete cognitive ability tests include Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence -Third Edition

and the Stanford-Binet: Fifth Edition.  Administration will take about 45 minutes.

Academic Achievement

The child will also be administered subtests in early reading and math skills. Letter and word identification

will be assessed for reading.  Informal math skills such as using counting skills to solve word problems will

be used in the math assessment. Examples of this assessment are age-appropriate subtests from the

Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement and the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test.  Assessment of

these early academic skills will take about 15 to 20 minutes.

Visual-Fine Motor

Children will be given the Beery Visual Motor Integration Test. The VMI helps assess the extent to which

individuals can integrate their visual and motor abilities. The test presents the child with drawings of

geometric forms, arranged in developmental sequence, from less to more complex. The child simply copies

these forms in the Test Booklet. The test can be administered in 10 minutes.

In addition to the standardized test items, your child may also be asked to read a book with the examiner,

do some fine and gross motor tasks, and play some games to observe their ability to follow directions and

transition between activities.


